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1

Introduction

Personal Details
1.1

I am Dr William Alan McIlmoyle, an independent, professional Animal Nutrition &
Agricultural Consultant, trading as McIlmoyle & Associates for the past 22 years
from offices at 20 Young Street, Lisburn, BT27 5EB.

1.2

I have an honours degree in General Agriculture, followed up with a PhD in animal
nutrition and management. I have experience of agricultural research, commercial
agri - business and 22 years of experience as an Agricultural Consultant. I have
been a Member of the British Institute of Agricultural Consultants since 1991 and a
Fellow since 2008.

1.3

I was commissioned by Mouchel to carry out an Agricultural Impact Assessment of
the Western Transport Corridor (A5 WTC) Project.

1.4

This statement is a summary of the findings presented in the main Environmental
Statement (Ref: 718736-3000-R-008 REV A).

1.5

The purpose of the Agricultural Impact Assessment was to determine the likely
impact of the A5 WTC Project on landowners and agricultural farm businesses
along the A5 WTC Project.

Role and Responsibilities on the A5 WTC Project
1.6

My role and responsibilities on the A5 WTC is to act as Agricultural Consultant, with
regard to the Agricultural Impact Assessment of the Project.

1.7

This is a role I have fulfilled since 2005, having worked on several dualling projects
within Northern Ireland, in conjunction with various Consultant Engineers.
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2
2.1

Scope of Evidence
During the course of the assessment, approximately 200 landowners along the A5
WTC Project were visited during the Spring and Summer of 2010.

2.2

The Agricultural Impact Assessment has been carried out as follows:
•

Information was provided verbally by the landowner.

•

Copies of DARD farm map(s), (Note: DARD maps do not convey legal
ownership) were made available by the landowner for lands either owned or
rented as conacre and farmed commercially.

•

The impact of the A5 WTC Project was discussed with the landowner.
Photographs were taken during the farm visit.

•

It was established if the land is rented out on a 10 month contract (conacre), or
is farmed commercially by the landowner as a farm business.

•

Details were provided verbally by the landowner, re: scale of enterprises on the
farm (i.e. herd size, flock size, arable enterprises, management objectives, etc)
and were documented.

•

The impact on each landowner, re land loss, severance, access, etc was
assessed and reported.

•

An overall, subjective assessment, re: the impact was made on each
landowner, which did not include any assessment of overall impact on farm
gross margin, farm income or farm profit.

•

Land rented as conacre and farmed by a landowner was not considered as
being affected by the proposals, since there is no security of tenure.

•

Some or all of the elements listed below may contribute to the overall
assessment rating. For an assessment to qualify for a particular rating, most of
the statements relating to that rating must apply.
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2.3

The Agricultural Impact Assessment has sought to establish:
•

Size, quality and layout of the farm, including a brief description of farm
infrastructure etc.

•

Type of enterprise(s) husbandry, livestock numbers, and land use.

•

Single Farm Payment status.

•

Implications of the Nitrates Directive.

•

Countryside Management Scheme status.

•

Less Favoured Area Compensatory Allowance Scheme (LFACAS) status.

•

Whether the farm divided by existing roads and how this impinges on current
management of the farm.

•

An appreciation of the frequency and type of movement of livestock and
machinery.
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3

Agricultural Impact Ratings

3.1

Minor adverse impact – considered opinion that the proposals may result in:
•

Little or no agricultural impact to the landowner, as the land is rented out in
conacre, to be farmed by another landowner.

•

An inconsequential land take or minimal loss of agricultural production, relative
to overall scale of the (no scheme world) holding and farm business.

•

Insignificant disruption to the present farm management routine.

•

Insignificant impact on present farm profitability.

•

Little or no impact, since land not currently used for agricultural production
purposes.

•
3.2

Small impact on overall farm viability.

Moderate adverse impact – considered opinion that the proposals may result in:
•

A small to moderate land take, relative to overall scale of the (no scheme world)
farm business.

•

Small to moderate disruption to the present farm management routine.

•

Small to moderate impact on present farm profitability, arising from additional
costs associated with farming retained lands.

•
3.3

Moderate impact on overall farm viability.

Significant adverse impact – considered opinion that the proposals may result in:
•

A sizeable area of the farm being removed from agricultural production, relative
to the present (no scheme world) area being farmed.

•

Substantial disruption of the present day to day management routine, compared
with present (no scheme world) practices.
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•

Significant impact on present farm viability.

•

Significantly impact on farm profitability, arising from additional costs associated
with farming retained lands.
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4.1

Summary
Approximately 282 individual agricultural landowners will be affected by the A5
WTC Project, either by partial loss of affected plots or by total loss of the plot.
These range from small agricultural businesses, which are either farmed on a parttime basis or rented out to other landowners in conacre, to full-time farm
businesses.

4.2

The Project will result in the loss of approximately 1,146 hectares (2,832 acres) of
agricultural land.

Dr W A McIlmoyle BAgr (Hons), PhD, FBIAC
On Behalf of McIlmoyle & Associates
15th April 2011
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